SPEECHES

mission that I have taken up from my childhood, and
I am approaching it without regret. What I want to
be assured of is not so much that you feel sympathy
for me in my troubles but that you have sympathy
for the cause, in serving which I have to undergo what
you call my troubles. If I know that the rising genera-
tion has taken up this cause, that wherever I go, I go
leaving behind others to carry on my work, I shall go
without the least regret. I take it that whatever respect
you have shown to me today was shown not to me, not
merely even to the Principal, but to your country,
to the Mother in me, because what little I have done
has been done for her, and the slight suffering that I
am going to endure will be endured for her sake.
Taking your sympathy in that light I can feel that if
I am incapacitated from carrying on my work, there
will be so many others left behind me. One other
cause of rejoicing for me is to find that practically
all my countrymen have the same fellow-feeling for
me and for the same reason as yourselves. The unani-
mity with which all classes have expressed their sym-
pathy for me and even offered help at the moment of
my trial, is a cause for rejoicing, and for the same
reason. For I am nothing, what I have done is nothing.
I have earned this fellow-feeling because of serving
the cause which all my countrymen have at heart.
The only piece of advice that I can give you now is